STRANGE INTERLUDE-

But Gordon never possessed me! I'm still Gordon's silly
virgin! And Gordon is muddy ashes! And I've lost my hap-
piness for ever! All that last night I knew he wanted me.
I knew it was only the honourable code-bound Gordon,
who kept commanding from his brain, no, you mustn't, you
must respect her, you must wait till you have a marriage
licence!

(She gives a mocking laugh,)

PROFESSOR LEEDS

(Shocked.)
Nina! This is really going too far!

MARSDEN

(With a superior sneer - repelledly.)

Oh, come now, Nina! You've been reading books. Those
don't sound like your thoughts.

NINA

(Without looking at him, her eyes on her father's -
intensely)

Gordon wanted me! I wanted Gordon! I should have
made him take me! I knew he would die and I would have
no children, that there would be no big Gordon or little
Gordon left to me, that happiness was calling me, never to call
again if I refused! And yet I did refuse! I didn't make him
take me! I lost him for ever! And now I am lonely and not
pregnant with anything at all, but - but loathing!

(She hurls this last at her father -fiercely,)
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